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itself as follows, " The Belgians, united to the desti-
nies of this illustrious Empire, have not forgotten the
wars and the bloody revolutions to which their weak-
ness had exposed them.    They know that they would
not have suffered these calamities if they had formed
part of this great people.   We, the mouth-pieces of
your good city of Brussels, come to-day to assure
Your Majesty that she will always find them ready
to shed their blood to preserve for the French name
the glory it owes to the Emperor's genius, and ready
to offer their fortunes in defence of the Empire against
those who dare to threaten it."    The deputation from
Ghent said, " Great prodigies ought to announce a
century, that posterity, which always begins early
for the founders of empires, already calls the century
of Napoleon.    The Belgian provinces, always proud
to be part of this glorious Empire, hasten to outdo
the sacrifices of the other provinces.    The good city
of Ghent which boasts of having been the birthplace
of Charles V., one of the most illustrious ancestors of
Tour Imperial Majesty, proudly shows these glorious
:eelings,"   The deputation from Cologne said, " The
nemorable words uttered by Your Majesty in the
Senate have deeply touched our hearts, and have
andled the most ardent enthusiasm.   No, the coun-
ry's hopes shall not be deceived, and the French
hall not have been called in vain to conquer the
nemies of the Empire, the enemies of peace.    Every
itizen will fly to the field of honor and, under the
aimers of our august leader, will join the host of